
 
  
Activity Report : September – December 2018 

Dear Friends, 

We hope you are enjoying the holiday season. We thank you very much 
for your support during the past year. Presently in France, I would like to 
update you on our activities since my return to Ethiopia in October. 

Shama Laka Primary School (southern Ethiopia, in mountains above the 
town of Arba Minch) 

We have visited Shama Laka twice since October to check on the 
construction progress of a laboratory/library block and a 4-classroom 
block for the primary school (photos 1,2,3,4). The walls have been 
completed and plastered in cement, the roof, window and door frames are 
in place, ceilings completed, the cement floors laid. We must now do the 
glazing and painting. 

Shama Laka High School 

Three blocks built by HELP (thanks to our donor Cardinal Philanthropies) 
and completed in 2017, Shama Laka High School has been teaching 9th 
and 10th grade classes since 2016. The government recently installed 
solar panels to provide electricity to the school (photo 5). We are now 
looking into installing wi-fi for the computers, in cooperation with Arba 
Minch university. 

Aleltu Kindergarten (55 kms north of Addis Ababa) 

Built by HELP (thanks to our donors Cardinal Philanthropies, Monaco Aide 
et Présence and the Fondation du Grand Orient de France) and completed 
in 2016 (photo 6), Aleltu kindergarten teaches 250 students over three 
years. After having supplied student tables and other school furniture, we 
have recently ordered some play equipment (swings, slides, turnstile) to 
donate to the school. 

Aleltu Primary School 

We have already built 3 classroom blocks for this school, (thanks to 
Monaco Aide et Présence and Cardinal Philanthropies) to replace others 50 
years old (photo 7). We would now like to build a laboratory/library block 
for the school. We are looking for donors to carry out this construction. 

          …/… 



 

Lunch for 220 students 

Since 2011 HELP has been giving daily, hot lunch to approximately 200 
primary school students each year. This year, thanks to the Monaco Red 
Cross, HELP prepares and serves lunch to 220 students in two Addis 
Ababa primary schools (photo 8). 

Ethiopian student sponsorship 

HELP sponsors students since 2011. This year, thanks to our sponsors, 
HELP assists 85 students in kindergarten, primary, secondary schools and 
university. Not only do we cover school fees and supplies, but we also 
have some students tutored and relieve parents of some worries (photo 
9). 

Ethiopia news 

In April 2018 the Ethiopian parliament elected a new Prime Minister who 
was warmly welcomed by the people. Last summer peace was declared 
with Eritrea, many political prisoners were released, regime opposers 
returned from abroad. In October 2018 a woman President was appointed 
and the parlement is now composed of 50% men and 50% women. Some 
government monopolies (telecom, internet) are opening up to foreign 
investors. In a country made up of 80 different ethnies the Prime 
Minister’s motto is « We are all Ethiopians ! »  Of course, more progress is 
necessary, but today Ethiopians are hopeful. Why don’t you consider 
visiting Ethiopia (photos 10,11,12) ? 

I thank each and every one of you for your various kinds of help and 
support during the past ten years. I feel very honored and proud. I do 
hope you will continue. I wish you all a very Happy New Year 2019 ! 
Warm regards, 
Loretta 
 

            Education is the solution for a better world ! 
 
 


